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our community

The City of Vienna is an Equal Opportunity Provider, Employer, and a Drug Free Workplace

Welcome



Welcome Back to The City Scoop!
—_ . —

Every month, the Vienna City Scoop brings you a
fresh look at the people, places, and moments that
make Vienna such a rich and dynamic city. Whether
you've lived here for years or are just getting to know
its streets, there’s always something new to discover—
from hidden corners and creative communities to
local legends and up-and-coming voices.

This month, as always, we've gathered stories that
reflect the rhythm of the city: cultural happenings,
neighborhood highlights, inspiring individuals, and
updates you won’t want to miss. It’s our way of keeping
you connected to what’s unfolding across Vienna—not
just the headlines, but the heart of the city.

So settle in, take a stroll through the Scoop, and enjoy
the latest from your city, your community, and your
neighbors. Vienna is full of stories—and we're glad to
share them with you

City of Vienna
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Wellness Walk 2025
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Vienna city personnel took a strong step toward a healthier future by participating
in the Wellness Walk 2025! From early morning stretches to walking side by side,
our team showed the importance of staying active and supporting each other in
wellness. We are committed to keeping health and community at the heart of what
we do for Vienna. Thank you to everyone who joined in, encouraged one another,
and made this walk a success. Let’s continue to prioritize our well-being together,
one step at a time!
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Independence Day Bash 2025
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Vienna City Square was filled with fellowship and community spirit during our
Independence Day Bash 2025! 2 + City personnel and residents came
together to enjoy delicious food trucks, good conversations, and time spent
with neighbors as we celebrated freedom and community. Thank you to
everyone who joined us in making this a warm and memorable day in the heart
of Vienna.
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IMPORTANI
ANNOUNCEMENT

The City of Vienna's Pool Adjustment
policy Is as follows:

When a Customer is requesting an
adjustment for Sewer Charges due to the
filling of a swimming pool, pressure
washing, etc., the customer must notify
the City of Vienna Prior to the start and
upon completion of this non-normal
consumption. The city must obtain a
meter reading before the start of the
project and the day the projectis
completed so that an accurate
adjustment can be determined.

\F‘cﬂicy Effective Date: Aug 11,2614/
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City of Oienna
Presents
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Free School Supplies, Free HYglene Products,
Resources, Activities for the kids & MORE

IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII

Location:Vienna City Square
Free HOTDOGS & SNACKSII

All children must be accompanied by an adult
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Joiner’s Corner

Puppy Love
by Neil Joiner

Several decades ago, one of my hobbies was songwriting. My small collection
is aptly titled “Songs You Won’t Hear on the Radio.” Most had a country flavor with a touch of humor, the
kind of novelty recordings which Ray Stevens, Roger Miller, and Tom T. Hall were known for at the time. [
would have sent those fellows some demo tapes, but they were doing okay without my help. One of my
favorite lines posed a question from a distraught young suitor to the lady of his dreams. He asked his
impassive girlfriend, “If this is only puppy love why am [ crying like a dog?”

I thought about that song when Jane and [ were recently granted temporary custody of a five-week-
old long-haired Dachshund. We knew she would be staying inside, a major event for people who are not
accustomed to house-dwelling canines. We've loved a series of dogs, but they have lived where God first
put their kind — in the great outdoors. Our four-legged friends have been fine with that arrangement and
quite appreciative of their five-star accommodations and world-class buffet.

Dude, the gentle mongrel who moved here from California last year, climbed over our chain-link
fence multiple times when he first arrived. He would repeatedly ring our doorbell until we answered. Dude
had been accustomed to living indoors in Los Angeles, but that was by necessity. His neighbors didn’t
appreciate the charm of a dog who barks the same tune for hours without taking a break. Once Dude realized
how good his situation in rural Georgia is, he stopped climbing. Now there are days he doesn’t even want to
leave his shady yard to take a walk. We have to promise extra treats to get him through the gate. That’s
partly because Dude is concerned he may miss a FedEx or UPS delivery. Weed eaters, gun shots, and
motorcycles also rank high on his list of excuses for incessant barking.

Jane had a look of concern when she told me a tiny bundle of fur would be living in our dog-free
zone for a few days. The upside, however, was that Honey was bringing a grandchild with her. A dog in the
house is more palatable when the deal is properly packaged. Hardly a day goes by that I don’t pet several
dogs, scratch behind their ears, and tell them how good they are. But it had been a while since I'd held a
puppy in my lap. I had forgotten there aren’t many things in life that can compete with such a simple
pleasure.

Like a billion other puppies, Honey is irresistibly affectionate. She’d just been separated from her
mother and siblings and we knew that had to be traumatic. Her mom had stopped feeding Honey, but I don’t
blame her. A full set of sharp pegs had caused a sore spot in their relationship.

That reminds me of something the late Mr. Emmett “Pa” Stephens said about his childhood. Mr.
Emmett was Vienna’s resident comedian with his quick wit and easy smile. One of his memorable stories
was about being raised as the youngest of eleven children. With a mischievous grin he’d say that his mother
weaned him so he could start school. I think he was kidding but I was afraid to ask.

Honey missed her mother. I guess that’s why she chewed on my fingers hard enough to make me
wonder if I'd still be able to play the piano. More than once I was tempted to stop her, but I couldn’t refuse
her pleading brown eyes. She nibbled her way right into my heart.

There’s something magical about taking care of a puppy. It provides a respite from pandemics,
politics, and all sorts of trouble. For a while there was nothing more important than helping that sweet little
critter know she was loved. People need the same thing but don’t always know how to ask. Or they may not
know that anyone cares unless we tell them.

We didn’t shed any tears when Honey looked through the car window as she was leaving. I'll admit,
though, it wasn’t easy saying goodbye. Puppy love is a lot more powerful than it sounds. My thinking is
we’ll probably always have a door between us and our dogs and hide the key where they can’t find it. But it
did feel good getting a close-up view of such tender innocence.

Honey will be coming back for a visit before long and we’ll be glad to see her. Meanwhile I’'ll keep
humming a simple tune while pondering a question that’s not easily answered. If this is only puppy love,
why am I crying like a dog?
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IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT

You're Invited!
The City of Vienna welcomes all citizens to attend the City
Council Meetings, held on the 2nd and 4th Mondays of each
month, beginning at 6:00 PM.

SEE YOU

The Vienna City Scoop is published monthly for the City of Vienna. If you have
articles, photos, or announcements that you would like to have published, please
call the City of Vienna office, (229) 268-4744, drop off your items at city hall or
mail them to Vienna City Hall , 203 W. Cotton Street #436, Vienna, Georgia 31092.
All items should be turned in no later than the end of the third week of the month
for the following month’s publication.
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203 West Cotton Street
Post Office Box 436
Vienna, Georgia 31092
our cummuaity (229)268-4744 Telephone
(229) 268-6172 Fax

July Birthdays

Elected Officials

Eddie Daniels, Mayor
Eddie.daniels@cityofvienna.org

Walter Brown, Mayor Pro Tem

Walter.brown@gcityofvienna.org
Albert King, Council Member Marco Monrreal
Albert.king@cityofvienna.org Jeffrey Priest

John Mathis Jr, Council Member
John.mathis@cityofvienna.org

Tabatha Carter, Council Member
tabatha.carter@cityofvienna.org

City Administration

Michael Bowens, City Administrator

Michael.bowens@cityofvienna.org
Margaret Shelley, City Clerk Th e C itv Of V ienn a
Margaret.shelley@cityofvienna.org
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Magali Cordova, Accounting Clerk
Magali.cordova@pcityofvienna.org

Am]ah Tavlor, Uullty Blllmg Clerk

Community Development Department

Kaleb Green, Intern/ Youth Mayor
Kaleb.green@cityofvienna.org

Velvet S Layt' eld Cnde Enforcement Officer

Bo Thomas, Animal Control Officer

Public Works Department

Nathan Jordan, Superintendent
Nathan.jordan@qcityofvienna.org

TREE CITY USA

Jeffrey Priest, Assistant Superintendent
Vienna.gas@cityofvienna.org

Vienna Police Department

In case of an Emergency, Please call 911
Castonio Lucas, Interim Police Chief
Castonio. lucas@ycityofvienna.org

Andrea Tukes, Admin Assistant/ Municipal Court Clerk
Andrea.tukes@cityofvienna.org

Vienna Volunteer Fire Department P lanFirst C o m m unity

Program of the Georgla Department of Community Affairs

In case of fire, Please call 911

Mark Turner, Fire Chief




